
Do Re Mi Flash Cards

The flash cards that follow feature some of the different types of 
contributions made by women in the music business.  We note women 
composers, conductors, musicians, and singers.  

Each flash card is sized for a 4” x 6” index card with a front and back 
side.  The front side contains an image and a question.  The back side 
repeats the question and provides the answer.

The flash cards are derived from the more than 850 women in U.S. 
history from 1587 to 2007 featured in our book 
(www.herstoryatimeline.com).  ENJOY!
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She composes 
for piano at age 
four.  She made 
her concert 
debut at age 16. 
First woman to 
have her own 
symphony 
performed.  
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She composes 
for piano at age 
four.  She made 
her concert 
debut at age 16. 
First woman to 
have her own 
symphony 
performed.  

Amy Marcy 
Cheney Beach
(1867-1944)
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She was a 
conductor.  She 
was an opera 
producer.  She 
was the first 
woman to 
conduct at the 
Metropolitan 
Opera.  It is in 
New York City.  
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She was a 
conductor.  
She was an 
opera producer. 
She was the first 
woman to 
conduct at the 
Metropolitan 
Opera.  It is in 
New York City.  

Sarah Caldwell
(1924-2006)
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She played the 
guitar.  She 
played the 
autoharp.  She 
changed how 
the guitar is 
used in 
country music. 
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She played the 
guitar.  She 
played the 
autoharp.  She 
changed how 
the guitar is 
played in 
country music. 

Maybelle 
Carter
(1909-1978)
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She plays the 
flute.  She is 
the first 
woman 
appointed 
principal chair 
in a major 
orchestra.
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She plays the 
flute.  She is 
the first 
woman 
appointed 
principal chair 
in a major 
orchestra.

Doriot Anthony 
Dwyer
(1922-    )
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In 1939, she 
gave a concert 
at the Lincoln 
Memorial. 
75,000 people 
heard her sing. 
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In 1939, she 
gave a concert 
at the Lincoln 
Memorial. 
75,000 people 
heard her sing. 

Marian 
Anderson
(1897-1993)
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She played the 
violin.  Prior to 
her, only men 
played the 
violin.  
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She played the 
violin.  Prior to 
her, only men 
played the 
violin.  

Camilla Urso
(1842-1902)
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She is a folk 
singer.  She 
writes songs. 
She has six 
gold albums. 
She is a strong 
political 
activist.  
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She is a folk 
singer.  She 
writes songs. 
She has six 
gold albums. 
She is a strong 
political 
activist.  

Joan Baez
(1941-    )
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She was the 
queen of salsa 
music.  She was 
awarded the 
Congressional 
Gold Medal.  She 
was the first 
Hispanic woman 
to receive it.  
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She was the 
queen of salsa 
music.  She was 
awarded the 
Congressional 
Gold Medal.  She 
was the first 
Hispanic woman 
to receive it.  

Celia Cruz
(1925-2003)
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She is a singer 
and 
songwriter. 
She made 
Latin music 
popular.  She 
won 5 Grammy 
Awards.  
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She is a singer 
and 
songwriter. 
She made 
Latin music 
popular.  She 
won 5 Grammy 
Awards.  

Gloria Estefan
(1957-    )
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When she was 
a teenager, 
she won a 
talent contest. 
She is known 
as the “First 
Lady of Song.” 
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When she was 
a teenager, 
she won a 
talent contest. 
She is known 
as the “First 
Lady of Song.” 

Ella Fitzgerald
(1917-1996)
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She is called 
the “Queen of 
Soul.”  She 
was the first 
woman 
inducted into 
the Rock and 
Roll Hall of 
Fame. 
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She is called 
the “Queen of 
Soul.”  She 
was the first 
woman 
inducted into 
the Rock and 
Roll Hall of 
Fame. 

Aretha 
Franklin
(1942-    )
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She was a 
singer and jazz 
great.  She 
was the 
leading jazz 
singer of her 
time.  
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She was a 
singer and jazz 
great.  She 
was the 
leading jazz 
singer of her 
time.  

Billie Holiday
(1915-1959)
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She was a 
popular jazz 
singer.  She 
sang at Martin 
Luther King’s 
funeral.  
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She was a 
popular jazz 
singer.  She 
sang at Martin 
Luther King’s 
funeral.  

Mahalia 
Jackson
(1911-1972)
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She sang 
opera.  She 
sang popular 
music.  Her 
group toured 
for twenty 
years.  
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She sang 
opera.  She 
sang popular 
music.  Her 
group toured 
for twenty 
years.  

Sissieretta 
Jones
(c.1868-1933)
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She is a singer, 
songwriter and 
pianist.  Her 
album stayed 
on the charts 
for six years. 
She is in the 
Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame.  
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She is a singer, 
songwriter and 
pianist.  Her 
album stayed 
on the charts 
for six years. 
She is in the 
Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame.  

Carole King
(1942-    )
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She started 
her career as a 
young teen. 
Known as the 
“Mother of the 
Blues.”  She 
recorded more 
than 100 songs 
in the 1920s.  

Her Story:  A Timeline of the Women Who Changed America
Charlotte S. Waisman and Jill S. Tietjen



She started 
her career as a 
young teen. 
Known as the 
“Mother of the 
Blues.” She 
recorded more 
than 100 songs 
in the 1920s.

Ma Rainey
(1886 -1939)
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She is a singer. 
She is a 
dancer.  She is 
an actress. 
She starred in 
West Side 
Story, a play 
on Broadway.  
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She is a singer. 
She is a 
dancer.  She is 
an actress. 
She starred in 
“West Side 
Story,” a play 
on Broadway.  

Chita Rivera
(1933-    )
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She is a Cree 
Indian singer-
songwriter.  She 
won an Academy 
Award in 1982. 
She and her son 
appeared on 
Sesame Street 
for 5 years.  
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She is a Cree 
Indian singer-
songwriter.  She 
won an Academy 
Award in 1982. 
She and her son 
appeared on 
Sesame Street 
for 5 years.  

Buffy Sainte-
Marie
(1941-    )
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She was an 
opera singer. 
She recorded 
many operas. 
When she 
retired, she 
worked to 
prevent birth 
defects.  
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She was an 
opera singer. 
She recorded 
many operas. 
When she 
retired, she 
worked to 
prevent birth 
defects.  

Beverly Sills 
(1929-2007)
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She was a 
singer.  She 
was an 
actress.  Her 
career lasted 
60 years.  
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She was a 
singer.  She 
was an 
actress.  Her 
career lasted 
60 years.  

Sophie Tucker
(1884-1966)
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